M 


DIZZDC 


DCZZIC 


:o 


Medial  Officer's  Compliments. 


oc 


S'ti" 

r 

SI; 

5^#.- 


r ANNUAU^  . 
. REPORT  : 


■ jt 


On  the  Health  of  the  Crickhqwell  Rural 


District  for  the  Year  1925,  with. 


STATISTICAL  TABLES 


* 


AND 


“SURVEY  REPORT” 

(As  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health) 


BY 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


PIIUP  E.  flILl,  M.II.G.S.  (Eog.),  lU.  (lond.) 


BRYNMAWR  : 

Dover  & Co.,  Printers,  Bookbinders  and  Stationers. 


1 

IL_ 

ll 

IL_ 

-Jl 

1 

o^t 


lO 


Crickhowell  Rural  District  Council. 


Chairman  : 

W.  G.  JAMES,  Esq.,  J.P. 
Vice-Chairman  : 

A.  J.  THOMAS,  Esq. 

Clerk  : 

THOS.  VAUGHAN,  Esq.  (Solicitor). 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

PHILIP  E.  HILL,  M.R.C.S.,  (Eng.)  L.S.A.  (Lond). 

Engineer  and  Surveyor  : 

F.  J.  HURLEY,  M.  Inst  M.  & Cy.  E. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 

E.  R.  MORGAN,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.  San.  1. 

Nurses  : 

Crickhowell  : 

NURSE  MARGARET  EDWARDS,  C.M.B. 
(Midwifery  and  Health  Visitor). 

NURSE  ANNIE  EVANS,  C.M.B. 

(General  and  School  Nurse). 

Gilwern  : 

NURSE  SADIE  EVANS,  C.M.B. 
(Midwifery,  General  and  School  Nurse). 

Clydach  and  Darenfelen  : 

NURSE  H.  K.  KING,  C.M.B. 

(Schools,  General  and  Health  Visitor). 


r-vv. 





3 


Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Crickhowell, 

20th  March,  1926 


To  the  Crickhowell  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

I beg  to  submit  my  50th  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1925. 

It  is  made  in  accordance  with  Circular  648  (Walesj  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  dated  December  31st,  1925  ; and  the  Sanitary 
Officers’  Order,  1922,  and  is  printed  by  your  instructions. 

A Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  respect  of  the  District  for 
which  he  is  appointed,  or  if  he  is  appointed  for  more  than  one 
District,  then  in  respect  of  each  District,  shall  : — 

“As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  31st  day  of  December  in  each 
year  make  an  Annual  Report  to  the  Local  Authority  up  to  the  end  of 
December  on  the  Sanitary  circumstances.  The  Sanitary  Administra- 
tion, and  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  District,  containing,  in  addition 
to  any  other  matters  upon  which  he  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report,  such  information  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  required  by 
the  Minister. 


A.NNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1925  TO  BE  A ‘SURVEY  REPORT.’ 

It  was  intimated  in  Paragraph  13  of  Circular  540  (Wales)  of 
January  5th,  1925,  that  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  1925  would  be  a Survey  Report,  and  that  in  this  Report 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  be  prepared  to  deal  compre- 
hensively with  : — 

{a)  The  measure  of  progress  made  in  the  area  during  the 
preceding  FIVE  YEARS  in  the  improvement  of  the  public 
health. 

(b)  The  extent  and  character  of  the  changes  made  during 
that  period  in  the  public  health  services  of  the  area  (e.g., 
housing,  water  supply,  sewerage,  scavenging,  or  refuse  dis- 
posal, food  inspection,  or  other  services  affecting  the  environ- 
ment of  the  inhabitants  ; and  maternity  and  child  welfare 
schemes,  isolation  hospitals,  or  other  services  directed  to  the 
prevention  or  cure  of  disease  in  individuals) ; 

(c)  Any  further  action  of  importance  in  the  organisation 
or  development  of  public  health  services  contemplated  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  considered  desirable  by  the  Medical 
Oflicer  of  Health. 

The  Survey  Repoit  should  accordingly  contain,  as  a minimum, 
information  in  regard  to  the  matters  specified  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
Circular  mentioned,  and  which  will  be  set  out  as  far  as  possible  in 
the  following  Report,  under  their  respective  heads  : — 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

(Physical  features  and  general  character  of  the  District). 

The  Crickhowell  Rui'al  District  is  mainly  mountainous  in 
character,  with  an  acreage  of  46,185  acres. 

It  lies  at  an  altitude  varying  from  200ft.  to  1, 700ft.  above 
sea  level. 

About  four-fifths  of  the  total  area  is  situated  upon  the  Old  Red 
Sandstone  formation,  the  remaining  one-fifth  vanes  from  alluvial 
deposits  along  the  Valley  of  the  Usk,  through  Red  Sandstone,  Quartz 
conglomerates.  Limestone,  Millstone  grit,  and  Coal  measures.  The 
latter  comprise  a sm  dl  area  in  the  south-western  portion  of  the 
district. 

The  geological  characteristics  named  govern  the  occupation 
of  the  people,  agriculture  being  the  principal  occupation  in  the 
larger  area  referred  to,  with  quarrying  and  coal-mining  in  the 
smaller  area. 

The  principal  aggregations  of  houses  in  the  agricultural  area 
are  Crickhowell  town,  and  the  vill.'iges  or  hamlets  of  Tretower- 
Cwmdu,  Bwlch,  Llanbedr,  Llangattock,  Glangrwyney,  Llangenny, 
and  L'angynidr.  The  industrial  area  is  entirely  confined  to  the 
parish  of  Llanelly,  with  aggregations  of  houses  at  Gilwern.  Clydach, 
Cheltenham,  Blackrock,  Darenfelen,  Gelh',  Cwmnantgam  and 
Llamarch,  and  representing  nearly  one-half  of  the  total  population 
of  the  Council’s  area. 

The  prosperity,  or  otherwise,  of  Llanelly  parish  has  come  to  be 
accepted  as  the  dominating  factor  in  the  financial  position  of  the 
whole  district. 

The  fact  that  this  parish  has  suffered  from  unemployment  for 
years  past,  has  had  a depressing  effect  on  the  district  as  a whole,  and 
Llanelly  in  particular.  Yet,  in  spite  of  the  experience  of  the  last 
few  years,  the  people  of  this  parish  have  embarked  unon,  and 
carried  through,  water  schemes  which  will  be  a heavy  burden  on 
them  for  many  years  to  come,  but  which  make  for  general 
improvement. 

I see  no  immediate  prospect  of  this  Parish  being  provided 
with  proper  houses,  or  an  adequate  sewerage  scheme.  But  some  of 
the  other  parishes  could  certainly  hold  out  some  hope  that  the  day 
will  come  when  it  will  be  possible  to  consider  improvement  schemes. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE  IN  THE 

AREA. 

The  public  health  staff  consists  of  : 

{a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time) 

(6)  Sanitary  Inspector  (full  time) 
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^c)  Four  nurses  working  in  the  area,  partly  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  County  Council,  and  partly  under  local 
voluntary  orgatiizations,  deal  with  such  matters  as  : 
Maternity,  Health  visiting.  General  nursing,  and 
School  work. 


The  officers  (a)  and  (b),  are  directly  under  the  control  of  the 
R.D.C.,  and  are  in  receipt  of  exchequer  aids  to  salary. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Generally  speaking,  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area 
are  comparatively  reasonable  when  all  the  features  are  taken  into 
consideration.  True,  there  are  many  objectionable  features,  e.g., 
the  old  types  of  houses,  lacli  of  an  efficient  refuse  disposal  scheme 
for  every  parish,  the  provision  of  a proper  sewerage  scheme  in  every 
parish,  the  provision  of  an  ample  supply  of  drinking  water  to  each 
and  every  house.  Nevertheless,  the  activities  of  the  Council  to 
bring  the  district  up  to  the  demands  of  modern  times  have  been 
praiseworthy  if  limited. 

In  a rural  area,  such  as  this,  and  even  in  the  industrial  parts 
such  as  Llanelly,  much  can  be  done  by  the  people  themselves  to 
improve  their  surroundings.  Especially  is  this  the  case  in  regard  to 
the  disposal  of  refuse  matter,  and  the  contents  of  pails  or  privies. 
The  dirty  tenant  also  is  a source  of  constant  worry.  When  people 
have  no  pride  or  self  respect,  in  their  appearance  or  surroundings, 
then,  all  our  efforts  are  of  little  avail. 


For  very  many  years  the  annual  report  was  not  considered 
complete  without  a diatribe  against  the  Brynmawr  Urban  District 
Council  regarding  their  outfall  sewer  and  its  evil  reputation.  But  I 
am  glad  to  think  1 have  lived  to  see  its  use  discontinued.  The  efflu- 
ent from  the  Brynmawr  New  Sewage  Disposal  Plant  must,  of  ne- 
cessity discharge  into  the  Clydach  river,  but  we  shall  keep  this  un- 
der observation,  with  as  much  care  as  we  devoted  to  the  old  outfall 
sewer,  although,  personally,  and  contrary  to  the  suspicions  of  the 
people  of  Clydach,  I cannot  see  why  the  works  cannot  be  developed 
and  managed  in  such  a way  as  to  reduce  the  offensive  smell  to  a 
minimum.  But  smells  we  are  going  to  have  in  our  district  when  the 
wind  blows  from  the  direction  of  Brynmawr  towards  Clydach  or 
Cwmnantgam.  Even  from  the  most  modern  and  best  equipped 
works  in  the  world,  1 venture  to  say  offensive  smells  must  arise. 
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APPENDIX. 


Matters  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  Survey  Reports  of  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  for  1925. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  46,140 

Population  (Census  1921)  ...  ...  ...  8,178 

Population  (estimated  1925  by  R.C.)  ...  ...  8,220 

Physical  features  and  ^jeneral  character  of  the  area  are 

dealt  with  in  the  Hrst  part  of  this  report. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  ...  ...  1,868 

Number  of  Families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921 ) ...  1,996 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £28,261 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  £1I8 

The  social  conditions  are  dealt  with  earlier  in  this  report. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  as  follows  : — 

Coal-miners  per  1,000  of  the  population  . 306 

A knowledge  of  the  proportion  of  indoor  domestic  servants 
is  often  of  service  as  an  iiidication  of  general  social 
conditions.  For  this  reason  the  rates  per  1,000  total 
population  have  been  taken,  and  shows  the  figures 
to  be  : — 

Indoor  Domestic  Servants  ...  ...  33 

Persons  (over  three  years  of  age)  speaking  Welsh 

only  ...  ...  ...  5 

Persons  (over  three  years  of  age)  speaking  English 

only  ...  ...  ...  788 

Persons  (over  three  years  of  age)  speaking  both 

languages  ...  ...  ...  108 

The  population  variations  are  as  follows  : — 

Population  1901  ...  ...  ...  7,115 

Population  191 1 ..  ...  ...  7,719 

Population  1921  ...  ...  ...  8,173 

Increase  1901  — 1911  ...  ...  ....  601 

Increase  1911 — 1921  ...  ...  ..  454 

Increase  191 1 —1921  per  cent.  ...  ...  5.9 

E.xcess  of  births  over  deaths  ...  768 

Gain  ...  ...  .,.  314 


The  Civil  Parishes  with  their  respective  populations  etc. 
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INSTITUTIONS. 


The  Crickhowell  Union  Workhouse  Population  (situated  at 


Llangattock),  on  3Ist  December,  1925; — 

(a)  Males  ...  ...  ...  54 

(b)  Females  ...  ...  ...  22 

(c)  Children  (3— 6 years)  ...  ...  1 

(f)  Children  (under  3 years)  ...  5 


N.B. — Figures  supplied  by  Guardians’  Office  Staff  82 


Orphanhood  of  Children  under  15  years,  1921  : — 


Males.  Females. 


(a) 

Both  parents  alive 

...  1133 

1079 

(b) 

Father  dead 

60 

59 

(c) 

Mother  dead 

45 

32 

(d) 

Both  dead 

1 

4 

(e) 

Not  known,  or  no  information 

29 

33 

AMOUNT  OF  POOR  LAW  RELIRF  GRANTED 
FOR  YEAR  1925. 

Llanelly  Hill — 

£ 8.  d. 

(a)  Task  Work  and  on  Loan  ..  ...  390  12  6 

(b)  Ordinary  ...  ..  881  16  10 

Figures  supplied  by  Mr.  McKelvie,  R.O.  ...  £1272  9 4 

The  remainder  of  the  Crickhowell  Rural  District 
Council’s  Area  : — 

(a)  Total  Poor  Law'  Relief  ...  ...  £4,033  13  0 

Figures  by  Mr.  B.  W.  Bevan,  R.O. 

Total  Relief  for  the  w hole  of  the  Council’s  Area,  which 

is  but  Part  of  the  Crickhowell  Union’s  Area — 5,306  2 4 


Percentage  of  structurally  separate  dwellings  returned  (192U 
Census  as : — 

(a)  Private  Houses 

(b)  Attached  to  Shops,  etc 


98 
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Rooms  per  Dwelling  ...  ...  ...  5.34 

Families  per  Dwelling  ...  ...  104 

Persons  per  Family  ...  ...  ..  4.32 

Rooms  per  person  ...  ...  ...  1.11 

Increase  in  Dwellings  since  1911  ...  ...  44 

Increase  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  2.5 

Increase  in  Private  Families  ...  ...  ...  109 

Increase  per  cent.  ...  ...  ..  6.2 

Surplus  of  Rooms  in  1921  on  basis  of  England  and  Wales 

standard  ...  ...  ...  409 

Percentage  of  Standard  number  ...  ....  5.1 

Population  living  more  than  two  persons  to  a room  ...  464 

Percentage  of  total  Private  Family  Population  ...  5.8 

Local  Age  and  Condition  distribution  : — ■ 

(a)  Average  age — 29.9  (Males),  29.8  (Females). 

Number  of  .Married  Women  aged  less  than  45,  per  1,000 

females  of  all  ages  ...  ...  224 

Number  of  females  per  1,000  males  ...  ...  946 

Agricultural  workers  (code  numbers  010-039)  per  1.000  males 

aged  12  and  over  ...  ...  ...  196 

Ditto,  per  10,000  acres  ...  ...  134 

Agricultural  labourers  (code  number  022-4)  per  100  farmers, 

and  relatives  (code  01 1-2)  ...  ...  48 


It  cannot  be  said  that  there  is  any  particular  occupation 
which  has  a marked  influence  on  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  district. 

The  men  who  follow  occupations  situate  in  the  industrial  area 
in  our  own  district,  and  those  who  have  to  travel  long  distances  to 
their  work,  benefit  considerably,  1 am  convinced  from  the  walk  over 
mountain  tops.  Although  perhaps,  in  some  cases  the  benefit  is 
counteracted  by  the  e.xcessive  fatigue  involved. 


The  men  who,  unfortunately  tramp  to  the  labour  exchanges 
too,  are  better  in  health,  I feel  convinced,  as  the  result  of  the  walk 
of  a few  miles.  Although  the  mental  effect  of  having  to  present 
oneself  for  unemployment  pay,  week  after  week  is  anything  but  good 
for  the  individual’s  mental,  social,  and  moral  well-being. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  (Civilians  only). 


Causes  of  Death. 

(M.  131. 

M. 

F. 

Measles  .. 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

... 

1 

2 

Influenza 

1 

Tuberculosis'of  respiratory  system 

1 

8 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

2 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

«>.  ... 

6 

4 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

• •• 

2 

8 

Heart  Disease 

6 

9 

Artererio- Sclerosis 

...  ... 

3 

Bronchitis 

3 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

...  ... 

I 

2 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation.  Premature 
Birth 

1 

4 

Suicide 

2 

Other  Deaths  from  violence 

.. 

4 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

12 

12 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

... 

1 

1 

49 

59 

Death  of  Infants  under  one  year 

of  age  ...  ...  4 males,  5 females,  Total,  9 

Ditto.  Ditto.  ...  Illegitimate,  Nil. 


Total  Births— 73  Males,  76  Females.  Total,  149. 
Legitimate— 65  Males,  73  Females. 

Illegitimate — 8 Males,  3 Females. 

Estimated  Population,  1925  8220. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population — 10.81. 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population  — 10.31. 

Total  Deaths — 48  Males,  60  Females.  Total,  108. 


Tablb  X. — X9eEi.'fcl3.-x*»,^e  and  .^xxat.l3rs±s  of  IKEo3t^a.l±‘fc3r  during  the  year  1925. 


(Provisional  figures.  The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  have  been  calculated  on  a population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1 925 , 
while  those  for  the  towns  have  been  calculated  on  populations  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1924.  The  mortality  rates  refer  to 
the  whole  population  as  regards  England  and  Wales,  but  only  to  civilians  as  regards  London  and  the  groups  of  towns). 


Birth- 

rate 

PER  1,(XX) 

Total 

Popula- 

tion. 

Annual  Death-rate  per  1,000  Population. 

Rate  per 

1.000  Births. 

Percentage 

OF  Total  Deaths. 

All  Causes 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Small-pox. 

1 

Measles. 

1 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

Influenza. 

Violence. 

Diarrhoea 

and  Enteritis 

under 

Two  years. 

Total  Deaths 

under  One 

year. 

Causes  of 

Death  certi- 

fied by 
Registered 

Medical 

Practitioners 

Inquest 

Cases. 

Uncertified 

Causes 

of  Death. 

Engrland  and  Wales  — — — 

I8‘3 

12'2 

O'Ol 

O'OO 

0 13 

0'03 

OTS 

07 

0'32 

0'47 

8'4 

75 

92'1 

6‘9 

I'O 

105  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns, 

18-8 

12-2 

001 

O'OO 

0T7 

0'03 

0T8 

0-09 

0-30 

O' 43 

10'8 

79 

92' 1 

7 '3 

0'6 

including  London 

157  Smaller  Towns  (1921  Adjusted 

18-3 

11-2 

0 01 

O'OO 

0 1.3 

002 

014 

0-06 

0'31 

0'38 

7 '6 

74 

93 '0 

5'9 

IT 

Populations  20, OCX) — 50,000). 

London  — — — — 

18-0 

11  7 

0 01 

O'OO 

0'08 

0'02 

0T9 

OTl 

0'23 

0 46 

10'6 

67 

91 T 

8'9 

O'O 
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Amount  of  poor  relief  granted  in  1925  in  the  district  of  the 
Rural  Council  should  not  he  confused  with  the  District  of  the  Crick- 
howell  Board  of  Guardians,  of  which  the  Rural  District  referred  to, 
forms  but  part. 

A certain  amount  of  gratuitous  medical  relief  is  obtained 
through  the  RELIEVING  OFFICERS,  which  is  covered  in  the 
financial  statement  given  and  through  the  agency  of  the  various 
voluntary  nursing  associations  and  hospitals  in  the  district,  and  in 
the  adjoining  areas,  where  the  men  are  employed. 

There  was  no  general  outbreak  of  disease,  sickness  or  in\  alidity 
of  note  during  the  year,  except  chicken-pox  a fact  which  we  are 
optimistic  enough  to  believe  will  not  come  about  again  since  the 
Brynmawr  Outfall  Sewer  has  ceased  to  function  above  the  springs  of 
Clydach. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

DISTRICT. 

The  District  Council  does  not  subsidise  any  hospital  within  or 
without  the  district. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  care  of  patients  in  the  home  is  attended  to  by  the  various 
nurses  working  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  the  Tuberculosis  Doctor  for  the  County. 

The  sanitary  inspector  supplies  disinfectants,  but  as  there  is  a 
great  amount  of  secrecy  about  this  disease,  all  the  cases  do  not  come 
to  our  knowledge,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  disease  is  notifiable 

Sufferers  are  sent  to  the  various  hospitals  and  Institutions 
provided  under  the  Welsh  Memorial  Scheme. 

MATERNITY. 

There  are  four  certified  maternity  nurses  in  the  district,  be- 
sides midwifes.  All  act  under  the  authority  of  the  County  Council, 
and  grants  are  made  by  the  boai  d of  Guardians  to  the  various  nurs- 
ing associations  partially  controling  some  of  the  nurses.  So  that, 
looking  after  the  maternity  work  there  are  public  and  private  com- 
mittees, working  together. 

Also  at  Crickhovvell  hospital,  a clinic  exists  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  instruction  on  maternity  work  and  child  welfare.  I beljeve 
that  much  good  has  come  about  as  a result  of  these  talks,  and  1 
hope  to  continue  them  fortnightly. 

CHILDREN. 

Although  it  is  'he  duty  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  to  see  to 
the  condition  of  the  Children,  I never  lose  an  opportunity  of  looking 
over  the  children,  when  1 am  inspecting  the  schools.  From  my 
observation,  over  a period  of  many  ) ears,  1 believe  that  there  is  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  and 
tidiness  of  the  child  attending  the  elementary  schools  of  the  district. 
Especially  have  I noticed  the  improvement  about  the  feet  and  the 
head,  doubtless  the  result  of  a wise  treatment  of  the  hair  and  saner 
fashion  in  dress. 


12 


FEVER. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  tabulated  statement  attached,  the 
year  1925  was  not  a serious  year  rc>>arding  the  existence  of  fevers. 

With  the  exception  of  Enteric  Fever,  all  infectious  cases  are 
nursed  at  the  home  of  the  patient.  During  the  period  of  infection, 
occasional  visits  are  paid  to  the  in fccted  house,  and  disinfectants  arc 
supplied.  When  the  case  is  over  the  house  is  disinfected,  and  in 
the  case  of  Enteric  Fever,  the  bedding  is  often  burned. 

An  arrangement  exists  between  this  district  and  the  County 
Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil,  for  the  removal  of  some  or  all  enteric 
patients  from  this  district  to  the  fever  hospital  of  the  Borough.  This 
arrangement  has  proved  highly  satisfactory  since  its  inception. 
Nevertheless  it  was  lamentable  that  the  County  Council  was  unable 
to  evolve  an  isolation  hospital  scheme  for  infectious  diseases  occuring 
in  the  County  of  Breconshire. 

SMALL  POX. 

No  arrangements  exist  for  the  treatment  of  Small  Pox.  In  this 
matter  again,  the  County  Council  failed  to  develop  a scheme  to  meet 
the  needs  and  conflicting  claims  of  the  various  district  councils. 
Therefore  we  are  just  taKing  the  risk,  as  so  many  misguided  people 
are  doing  regarding  vaccination. 

OTHER  HOSPITALS. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  district  gain  entrance  to  very  many 
hospitals  operating  in  and  out  of  the  district.  Among  those  to  which 
patients,  Non-Infectious  Cases  go,  are  the  following  : — 

{a)  The  Crickhowell  Memorial  Hospital 

(b)  The  Brecon  County  Hospital 

(c)  The  Nantyglo  Hospital. 

{d)  The  Abergavenny  Cottage  Hospital 

(e)  The  Cardiff  Infirmary  Hospital 

if)  The  Royal  Gwent  Hospital  and  others. 

OTHER  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  Council  does  nothing  for  the  provision  of  homes  for 
unmarried  mothers,  for  illegitimate  infants  or  homeless  children. 
But  the  Councillors  (who  are  also  members  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians)  deal  with  any  problems  arising  under  the  above  headings 
generally  on  the  report  of  their  Relieving  officers. 

AMBULANCES. 

{a)  In  infectious  cases  for  removal  fentcric)  a motor  ambu- 
lance is  sent  from  Merthyr  Tydfil  for  the  patients. 

(b)  Generally,  in  non-infectious  and  accidental  cases  the 
ambulance  car  from  the  hospitals  mentioned,  is  available. 

(c)  First  aid  hampers  are  also  provided  by  the  various 
ambulance  association  branches  in  the  district. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Besides  the  clinic  mentioned  earlier  in  this  report,  Clinics  for 
Child  welfare,  tuberculosis,  eyesight,  dental  treatment  etc.,  are  run 
by  the  County  Council. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  General  : — The  Health  visitors  and  Maternity  nurses 
frequently  assist  in  home-nursing.  The  well-to-do  class  employ 
private  nurses,  when  necessary. 

(b)  Infectious  diseases  I hese  cases  are  generally  nursed 
by  the  family,  friends,  or  professional  nurses  engaged  by  the  family 
with  the  exception  of  enteric,  which  as  explained  before  is  dealt  with 
at  the  Merthyr  Hospital. 

(c)  Measles  is  not  notifiable  in  this  district. 

MIDWIVES. 

No  subsidy  is  granted  to  practicing  midvvives.  This  matter 
has  been  dealt  with  under  another  heading.  The  County  Council  is 
the  authority  controlling  the  work  of  midwives. 

CHEMICAL  WORK. 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  work  is  carried  out  by  a capable 
analyst  and  bacteriologist. 

POWERS. 

In  addition  to  the  Compulsory  Acts  Orders  and  Regulations  in 
operation  in  the  district,  bye-laws  have  been  adopted  to  deal  with 
the  following  matters  : — 

(1)  Cleansing  of  footways. 

(2)  Removal  of  house-refuse. 

(3)  Cleansing  of  earth  closets,  privies,  ashpits,  and  cesspools, 

(4)  Prevention  of  nuisances  arising  from  snow,  filth,  dust 

ashes,  and  refuse. 

(5)  Prevention  of  keeping  animals  on  any  premises  so  as  to 

be  a nuisance  or  injurious  to  health. 

(6)  Slaughterhouses. 

(7)  New  streets  and  new  buildings. 

(8)  Cowsheds  and  milkshops. 

(9)  Common  lodging  houses. 

(to)  Notification  of  Chicken-pox. 
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* Arising  out  of  Hr.  Bruce  I.ow's  Report  on  Water  Supply  for  Clydach  .md  Cheltenham,  the  supply  was  replaced  !n  ,1925—4  & 5,  by  a new  supply 
from  a source  situated  at  Nant-Duar,  this  source  being  the  only  available  one  at  the  time,  which  was  free  from  contamination  of  the  Brynmawr  Out- 
fall Sewer  As  noted  above,  the  supply  is  really  insufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  area,  and  is  intermittent  in  dry  weather. 

The  H.U.IXC.  have  now  discontinued  the  use  of  the  old  outftill  sewer,  and  have  provided  a properly  e-iuipped  sewage  dispivs.al  plant,  therefore  it 
should  be  possible,  at  an  early  dale,  to  use  sources  at  Blackrock,  for  augmenting  the  supply. 


WATER  SUPPLY  (continued). 
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WATER  SUPPLY  (continued) 
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The  outlyin(>  and  scattered  homes  in  each  parish  are  provided  for  by  wells  and  spring's,  some  of  which  are 

protected  from  pollution. 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

With  the  exception  of  the  river  Clydach  (in  the  Parish  of 
Llanelly)  there  is  little  serious  pollution  of  river^  or  streams,  ex- 
clusive of  the  occasional  dumping  of  household  refuse  therein.  With 
regard  to  the  river  Clydach,  however,  your  attention  has  on  many 
occasions  been  drawn  to  the  heavy  pollution  from  the  Brynmawr 
Outfall  Sewer.  But  with  its  abolition  (1  hope  it  will  be  abolished, 
not  only  not  used)  we  should  have  few  complaints,  provided  the 
new  sewerage  works  are  managed  carefully. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  only  area  served  by  a system  of  sewers  is  at  Crickhowell. 
The  remainder  of  the  district,  with  exception  of  some  of  the  better 
class  houses,  have  pail-closcts  and  privies. 

At  Llangattock  parish  a weekly  collection  of  the  contents  of 
pail-closets  is  in  operation.  In  connection  with  this  scheme,  atten- 
tion is  being  given  to  convert  from  the  old  privy  midden  type  closet 
(with  its  unknown  capacity)  to  a pail  type,  or  a privy  of  known  size, 
capacity  and  construction.  Even  where  there  is  no  scheme  for 
public  cleansing  in  operation,  these  changes  are  encouraged. 

The  next  best  thing,  in  my  opinion,  to  a properly  drained  and 
sewered  town  or  village  is  the  absence  of  drains  and  sewers 
altogether.  I am  forced  to  this  conviction  by  the  knowledge  of  the 
danger  that  lies  around  a badly  drained  house,  whereas,  if  there  are 
no  drains,  one  can,  generally  find  all  the  nuisance,  estimate  its 
danger,  and  take  steps  for  its  removal. 

SC.AVENGING. 

Crickhowell. — House  to  house  collection  operates  in  this 
town  fairly  satisfactorily.  The  collections  take  place  twice  weekly. 

Llangattock. — The  same  method  of  house  to  house  collection 
of  household  refuse  twice  weekly  operates,  with  this  difference  that 
once  weekly,  owing  to  the  absence  of  a sewer  scheme,  a night 
collection  of  the  contents  of  pail  closets  is  made.  There  has  been 
much  criticism  of  this  latter  method,  and  several  schemes  for  its 
abolition  and  substitution  have  been  before  the  ratepayers,  only  to 
be  turned  down  each  time,  on  a question  of  cost. 

Llanelly. — The  ashpit  system  obtains  in  this  parish.  Un- 
doubtedly, the  scavenging  of  this  parish  is  done  more  efficiently  at 
the  present  time,  and  on  a more  extended  scale  than  ever  before. 

In  the  remaining  parishes  there  is  no  scavenging  scheme  in 
operation. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

At  Crickhowell  town,  where  a sewerage  system  operates,  most 
of  the  houses  have  separate  closet  accommodation.  It  is  only  in  the 
cases  of  old  houses  (which  have  converted  privies)  the  closet 
accommodation  is  shared  between  more  than  one  house,  and  always 
in  such  cases  the  houses  belong  to  the  same  owner.  Pressure  has 
been  brought  to  bear  upon  persons  owning  houses  which  are  without 
separate  closet  accommodation,  to  provide  each  house  with  same. 
In  many  cases  our  efforts  have  been  successful.  But  generally,  the 
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rent  of  these  cottages  is  stated  to  be  too  low  to  admit  of  the  owner 
embarking  upon  any  great  expense  out  of  the  ‘return’  on  cottage 
property.  Also,  owners  of  property  threaten  to  close  the  houses  if 
statutory  notices  ifre  served  upon  them  under  the  provisions  of  the 
various  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts. 

In  other  parts  of  the  I^istrict,  the  pail  and  privy  type  of  closet 
predominate.  With  the  exception  of  LlaneUy,  and  some  of  the  parts 
where  the  houses  are  grouped  together,  or  where  there  is  a small 
garden,  or  garden  sloping  down  towards  the  house,  the  two  types  of 
closet  referred  to  work  fairly  well.  Of  course  one  is  aware  that  this 
method  is  quite  out-of-date  and  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  It  is 
remarkable  that  one  still  finds  people  in  some  of  the  outlandish  parts 
who  profess  to  have  no  desire  to  provide  themselves  with  any  of  the 
conveniences  generally  associated  with  civilised  lands.  And  in  the 
inspection  of  premises  occupied  by  this  class  of  people  one  is  often 
surprised  and  puzzled  at  the  absence  of  anything  to  complain  of,  as  a 
result  of  their  ideas. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  AREA. 

These  matters  are  dealt  with  under  the  headings  of  Housing 
and  Public  Health  Acts. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT, 

Only  one  case  of  complaint  from  smoke  nuisance  has  been 
received,  and  that  is  in  respect  of  a factory,  on  a small  scale,  which 
has  an  old  plant,  and  does  not  by  any  means  work  full-time. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS. 

Premises  controlled  are  kept  under  observation. 

SCHOOLS. 

Generally  speaking,  schools  have  an  ample  supply  of  good 
water.  For  the  first  time  for  many  years  the  Clydach  School  has  a 
supply  other  than  from  the  polluted  springs  of  Cheltenham. 


HOUSING- 

GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

Most  of  the  houses  in  the  district  (working  class  houses)  are  of 
an  old  rural  type,  with  the  exception  of  the  parish  of  Llanelly,  which 
has  an  industrial  area-type  of  old  house.  The  other  parishes  are  no 
worse,  in  fact  better  accommodated  than  the  generality  of  village 
people  throughout  the  countryside. 

EXTENT  OF  SHORTAGE. 

Judging  by  the  census  returnsof  1921,  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  a serious  shortage  of  houses  in  the  district. 

ME.-\SURES  TAKEN  TO  MEET  SHORTAGE. 

\ few  years  ago  the  Council  prepared  plans  and  specifications 
for  several  small  housing  schemes  in  the  district.  I understand  that 
later,  as  the  result  of  a change  of  policy  at  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
and  tlie  great  slump  in  industry,  the  schemes  were  abandoned. 
Since  then  the  Council  has  encouraged  private  enterprise,  by  making 
known  the  provisions  of  the  various  Acts  and  Orders  dealing  with 
the  question  of  grants  made  to  persons  wishing  to  erect  houses. 
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POPULATION. 

There  has  been  no  important  ehange  in  the  population  during 
the  period  under  review. 

OVERCROWDING. 

Cases  of  overcrowding  are  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Council  now  and  again.  But  1 cannot  say  that  overcrowding  is  a 
marked  feature  of  any  one  parish,  although  no  doubt  Llanelly  is  most 
conspicuous  in  this  respect.  The  principal  causes  are  the  increase 
in  the  population.  It  is  anticipated  that  many  of  the  younger  people 
will  be  leaving  the  district  in  future,  to  seek  work  further  afield. 
Also  many  of  the  girls  when  they  reach  their  ‘teens’  go  to  service. 
Therefore  in  this  way,  what  would  otherwise  develop  into  perhaps  a 
serious  state  of  overcrowding  is  met. 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

It  is  true  that  many  of  the  houses,  especially  in  Llanelly,  are 
not  in  all  respects  in  such  a reasonable  state  of  repair,  so  as  to  be 
fit  for  human  occupation.  The  question  that  naturally  arises  in  this 
connection  is,  where  can  the  displaced  tenants  go  to?  Further,  in 
very  many  cases  these  defective  and  possibly  unfit  houses  are 
generally  occupied  by  men  who  are  in  receipt  of  unemployment  pay, 
and  often,  too,  receiving  parish  relief  to  augment  same. 

The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  are  : — 

1 —  Lack  of  proper  damp-proof  course. 

2 —  Walls  old,  and  mortar  perished. 

3 —  Insufficient  headroom. 

4 —  Insufficient  light  and  ventilation. 

5 — Defective  floors,  ceilings  and  plastering. 

6 —  Woodwork  in  a state  of  decay. 

7 —  No  proper  food  storage  place. 

8 —  Roof,  eaves  troughing  and  downpipes  defective. 

9 — Insufficient,  or  insanitary  closet  accommodation. 

10 — Drains  defective,  or  completely  absent. 

These  defects  are  due  to  many  causes,  such  as  : — 

(a)  Old  type  of  houses  which  were  never  properly  constructed 

(b)  Lack  of  proper  management  by  the  owners. 

(c)  Acts  of  waste  and  neglect  by  the  tenants. 

(d)  Use,  atmospheric  changes,  and  natural  decay. 

(e)  Financial  difficulties  of  the  owners  & debt  of  the  tenants. 

The  general  action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses  is  the  service 
of  informal  and  statutory  notices  on  the  owner  and  tenants,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  Housing  Acts,  as 
shown  in  the  tables  which  follow.  But  whichever  way  we  look  at 
this  housing  question  we  get  back  into  the  same  vicious  circle, 
namely  : — unerpployment,  no  wages,  no  rent,  and  no  money  to 
repair. 


20 


UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

With  the  exception  of  Cheltenham  village,  there  are  no 
unhealthy  areas,  or  overcrowding  of  houses  on  .site.  And  it  cannot 
be  repeated  too  often,  that  Cheltenham  became  an  unhealthy  area 
because  of  the  pollution  of  the  springs  and  mountain  slopes  by  the 
Brynmawr  Outfall  Sewer.  But  we  hope  to  see  this  sunny-side  free 
from  disease  in  future,  now  that  the  sewer  is  not  being  used. 

BYEl.AWS  REL.ATING  TO  HOUSES,  Etc. 

The  byelaws  in  force  in  the  district  seem  adequate  for  all 
problems  that  arise,  with  perhaps  the  exception  of  tents,  vans  and 
sheds.  Owners  of  land  in  the  district  have  been  known  to  let  land 
for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  people  living  in  tents,  vans  and 
sheds.  If  this  unwise  praC ice  is  extended  it  will  be  well  for  the 
Council  to  adopt  byelaws  dealing  with  the  same. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  \ EAR  1925 


(a)  New  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  ...  3 

(b)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  By  other  bodies  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(dj  Dwelling  houses  under  grant  schemes  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  Houses  inspeeted  under  Public  health  Acts...  ...  238 

(f)  Houses  recorded  under  Regulations  1910  ...  ...  150 

(g)  Houses  found  to  be  unfit  ...  ...  ...  6 

(hj  Number  of  houses  found  defective  ...  ...  81 

(i)  Houses  remedied  by  informal  action  ...  ...  34 

(j)  No  notices  were  served  under  the  1925  H.  Act 

(k)  Notices  for  defects  served  under  P.H.  Acts  ...  83 

(l)  Defects  remedied  by  owners  or  tenants  ...  ...  52 

(m)  No  repairs  were  carried  out  by  the  Council 


fill  One  closing  order  was  made  in  respect  of  an  unfit  house 

(o)  No  other  statutory  action  was  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(p)  Houses  voluntarilj  closed  and  later  made  fit  ...  3 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  wholesomencss  of  milk  produced  in  the  district  is,  gener- 
ally speaking  highly  satisfactory.  1 would  like  to  say  here  that  I 
appreciate  the  efforts  made  by  many  of  the  milk  producers  to  im- 
prove the  milking  arraugements,  the  cowsheds,  and  the  general 
management  of  the  business  of  clean  milk  production.  Nevertheless 
I must  confess  that  a few  of  the  producers  are  not  alive  to  the  im- 
portance of  cleanliness.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  impressed  upon 
producers  that  clean  milk  is  not  milk  from  which  dirt,  manure  and 
hair  has  been  strained,  even  if  that  is  done  efficiently,  but  rather 
that  clean  milk  is  milk  into  which  dirt,  manure,  hair  or  other  foreign 
and  injurious  matter  have  not  entered. 
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No  action  has  been  taken  regarding  tuberculous  milk.  But 
your  officers  at  all  times  pay  special  attention  to  the  general  appear- 
ance of  milking  cows,  and  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  handling  of 
milk,  with  special  reference  to  the  question  of  tuberculosis.  The 
special  examination  of  milking  herds  by  a veterinary  surgeon  is  the 
only  safe  method  to  eradicate  tuberculosis. 

. No  specially  designated  milk  is  produced  or  sold  in  the  district 
therefore  no  action  has  been  taken  regarding  licences,  their  refusal 
or  revocation. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Obviously,  in  a scattered  district  like  ours,  which  is  surrounded 
by  towns,  from  which  meat  is  brought  in  for  sale,  very  little 
slaughtering  is  done.  However,  the  little  that  is  carried  on  is 
periodically  examined. 

FOOD  SURRENDERED. 

18  Tins  of  Tomatoes  ; 5 tins  of  f’ilchards  ; 80  lbs.  of  Beef. 

Doubtless,  meat  which  is  slightly  diseased,  or  is  partly  unsound 
or  unwholesome  is  sometimes  offered,  consciously  or  unconsciously 
for  sale  for  human  consumption.  But,  generally  speaking,  I believe 
the  quality  of  the  meat  is  good,  and  the  persons  carrying  on  the 
business  of  slaughtering,  are  cleanly  in  their  habits  and  customs, 
although,  it  must  be  confessed,  there  is  not  one  slaughter-house  in 
the  Council's  area  up  to  the  standard  of  modern  construction,  but, 
as  we  have  remarfed  in  regard  to  dirty  houses,  also  with  cow-sheds 
the  good  taste  and  Intelligence  of  an  occupier  often  puts  the  structur- 
ally defective  premises  far  above  a modern  premises  which  is  badly 
managed. 

There  is  no  undue  exposure  of  meat  to  contamination  in  the 
streets,  or  outside  tfie  various  shops,  or  on  stalls.  1 was  pleased  to 
find  that  the  spirit  of  the  Regulations  of  1924  were  favourably  re- 
ceived regarding  at  least  two  of  the  requirements,  namely  The 
use  of  overalls  lor  the  removal  of  carcases,  and  the  prevention  of  the 
objectionable  habit  of  fingering  the  meat  in  shops. 

One  new  slaughterhouse  has  been  opened  at  Bwlch. 

There  are  four  registered  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  dis- 
trict, but  no  public  slaughterhouses.  Farmers,  cottagers  and  small- 
holders have  accepted  the  requirement  regarding  the  giving  of 
notice  of  intention  to  slaughter  pigs  and  sheep  of  their  own  rearing. 
A great  deal  of  misunderstanding  at  first  arose  regarding  the  in- 
terpretation of  these  Regulations,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  posi- 
tion was  made  clear  in  the  local  press. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

Places  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  sold  for  human  con- 
sumption are  kept  under  observation.  In  a country  district  like  ours 
there  is  not  a great  deal  of  movement,  preparation,  storage,  or  sale 
of  foodstuffs. 
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BAKEHOUSES. 

The  bakehouses  of  the  district  are  in  a fairly  reasonable  state 
of  construction,  and  are  managed  fairly  satisfactorily  on  the  whole, 
from  a sanitary  point  of  view. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

These  Acts  are  administered  by  the  County  Council  in.  this 
district. 

CONDENSED  MILK  REGULATIONS. 

No  action  taken. 

MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS. 

No  action  taken. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

A table  showing  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year  shows  that  the  district  has  been  free  from 
CTiteric  This  fact,  in  no  small  measure,  I believe,  can  be  accounted 
for  by  the  removal  of,  or  at  least,  pervision  the  discontinuance  of  the 
use  of  the  Brynmawr  outfall  sewer,  and  new  water  supply. 

Facilities  exist  for  the  supply  of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  to  medical 
men  practicing  in  the  district. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  as  aids  to  diagnosis 
are  carried  out  by  a reliable  firm. 

VACCINATIONS. 

No  vaccinations  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Medical  officer, 
acting  as  such,  but  as  vaccination  officer  under  the  Board  of 
Guardians  (report  of  which  is  made  in  another  place)  a number  of 
persons  were  vaccinated. 

1 have  found  that  the  school-teacher’s  reports  of  notifiable 
and  non-notifiable  cases  of  infectious  disease  to  be  unreliable  for  any 
useful  purpose. 

Undoubtedly  many  cases  of  Chicken-pox  are  not  notified,  as 
occured  at  Llangattock  in  1925.  Many  parents  do  not  call  in  a doctor 
in  these  cases. 
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DISEASES  NOTIFIED  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  1925. 


Disease 

Total 

cases 

notified. 

Cases 
admitted 
to  hospital. 

Total 

deaths. 

Small-pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

Nil 

» 1 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

1 1 

» 1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

Pneumonia 

5 

» 1 

t » 

2 

Other  diseases  "I 

1 

j 1 

Generally 

Notifiable  I 

»J 

» » 

Chicken-pox’! 

17 

1 

Locally  j- 

Notifiable  J 

36 

3 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  and  of  deaths  from  the  disease 
in  1925. 


New  Cases. 

Age  Periods.  Pulmonary  Non-Pul. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


Deaths. 

Pulmonary  Non- Pul. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and  upwards 


1 


1 1 
1 1 1 


3 3 13  13  2 


No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  regulations,  1925.  Nor  has  any  case  of  a person 
suffering  from  this  disease  and  corning  in  contact  with  the  pro- 
duction of  milk,  come  to  our  notice. 
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Tuberculosis  schemes  are  dealt  with  by  the  County  Council. 
Ill  my  opinion  there  are  too  many  people,  and  too  many  authorities 
concerned  in  the  treatment,  etc.  of  tuberculosis,  to  make  for 
efficiency,  and  I feel  pretty  sure  that  all  sufferers  are  not  notified  to 
me.  And  the  patients  and  their  families  get  to  feel  very  sick  of  being 
visited  by  doctors,  nurses  and  sanitary  inspectois. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Nothing  is  done  by  the  District  Council  regarding  this 
insidious  disease.  The  matter  appears  to  be  one  for  the  County 
Authority  to  deal  with  regarding  treatment,  etc. 


CLOSURE  OF  SCHOOLS 

The  following  is  a list  of  schools  (Elementary)  in  the  district, 
with  details  of  those  closed  on  account  of  infectious  diseases— 
notifiable  and  non-notifiable. 


School. 

Disease. 

Closed 

From 

To 

Crickhowell,  Council 

Measles 

8,6,25 

22,6,25 

Crickhowell,  C.  of  E. 

do. 

2,6,25 

22,6,25 

Duffryn  Crawnon,  Cl. 

Llanbedr,  C.  of  E. 

Cwmdu.  C.  of  E. 

Influenza 

3,4,25 

21,4,25 

Llangattock,  C.  of  E. 

Llangenny  C.  of  E. 

Llangynidr,  C.  of  E. 

Chicken-pox 

13,10,25 

26,10,25 

Clydach,  Cl.  Infants 

Clydach,  Cl.  (Mixed) 

Darenfelen  Cl  ,, 

Darenfelen,  Cl.  (Infants) 

Gilwern,  Cl.  (Mixed) 

Gilwern,  Cl.  (Infants) 

Scarlet  fever 
.Measles  and 
Mumps 

29,10,25 

16,11,25 
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LABORATORY  WORK 

The  follovvin}<  records  the  hacterioloj<ic:il  aids  to  diajjnosis 


Disease 

Specimens 

Positive 

Negative 

Diphtheria 

1 

No 

Yes 

1 

Nil 

1 

FACTORIES.  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


Premises. 

Inspections 

Notices. 

Prosecuti’ns 

Factories 

1 

2 

0 

Workshops  (including 

bakehouses) 

24 

3 

0 

37 

5 

C 
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B.R.  Form  B.  1. 

METEOROLOGICAL  OFFICE, 

BRITISH  RAINFALL  ORGANIZATION. 

The  Superintendent, 

British  Rainfall  Organization, 

62,  Camden  Square,  London,  N.W.l 

RAINFALL  IN  1925. 

At  “Gwernvale,”  Crickhowell,  Breconshire. 


Month. 

Total 

depth 

inches. 

Greatest  fall  in 

24  hours. 

N umber  of 

.01  inches 
or  more 

days  with 

.04  inches 
or  more 

1 nches. 

Date. 

January 

5.81 

2.0 

1 

4 

15 

February  .. 

6.97 

1.01 

11 

5 

20 

March 

.84 

.11 

1 

4 

10 

April 

2.59 

.61 

5 

8 

12 

May 

5.00 

.61 

29 

5 

19 

June 

No  ram 

was  meas- 

ured. 

July 

3.02 

.85 

20 

5 

1 1 

August 

3.73 

.67 

8 

4 

15 

September 

3 88 

1.29 

19 

6 

18 

October 

4 82 

.83 

22 

3 

14 

November  . 

2.49 

.79 

6 

3 

8 

December 

4.78 

1.12 

22 

4 

17 

Total 

43.93 

51 

154 

Average  (25  years) — 40.91. 

Diameter  of  rain  guage  funnel  ...  ...  5 inches. 

Height  above  ground  ...  ...  ...  12  inches. 

Height  above  sea  level  ...  ...  .S93  feet. 

We  are  indebted  to  E.  Pirie-Gordon,  Esq.,  J.P.,  C.C.,  Gwern- 
vale, for  the  above  figures. 

1 wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for 
their  support.  Also  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  help  in  all 
matters  appertaining  to  the  duties  of  the  health  department,  and 
also  to  Dr.  A.  E.  Jones,  Crickhowell,  who  very  kindly  continues  to 
act  for  me,  with  the  Council’s  permission. 

I am,  .Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PHILIP  E.  HILL,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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THE  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  REPORT. 

Pbntwyn,  Gilwkrn, 

Nn,  Abergavenny, 

1st  February,  1926. 

To  THE  Ckickhowell  Rural  District  Council. 

.\1r.  Chair.man  and  .Mb.mbers, 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  dealt  with  during  the 
year,  as  indicated  in  the  preceding  pages  : — 

PRE.MISES  INSPECTED. 

Houses,  for  all  purposes  ...  ...  ...  298 

Stables  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Pigstys  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  71 

Workshops  (including  bakehouses)  ..  ....  56 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  44 

I’ublic  houses  ...  ...  ...  50 

I'*laces  of  public  amusement  ...  ...  ...  22 

Vans,  Tents  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ....  25 

Infectious  Diseases  (visits)  ...  ...  ...  46 

Rooms  disinfected  ....  ...  31 

Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  28 

Milksellcrs  visited  ...  ...  ...  74 

V’erbal  notices  all  pm  poses  ...  ..  ...  8l 

Accumulations  dealt  with  ...  ...  42 

Insanitary  privies  ...  ...  ...  51 

Defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  12 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation  ...  ...  16 

Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  138 

Ditto,  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  80 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ll 

Ditto.  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  9 

Quarry  fencing  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hastened  Burial  ...  ...  ...  l 

Schools  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  4 

Compensation  for  bedding  destroyed  (enteric)  ...  £3  12s.  6d. 

Old  colliery  workings — action  taken  ....  ...  2 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  MORGAN,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.S.A.,  I., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


